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 NEWS RELEASE
Office of the

United States Attorney
for the

District of Nebraska

 Deborah R. Gilg

1620 Dodge Street Suite 1400  Omaha NE  68102-1506  (402) 661-3700

March 10, 2010

United States Attorney Deborah R. Gilg and Region VII of the Environmental Protection Agency 

announce the following information for the attention of the media:

Event Triggering this Release: 

United States Attorney Deborah Gilg announced today that Dahlgren Cattle Company, Inc.
(Dahlgren) has entered a plea of guilty in federal court to a misdemeanor violation charging
Malicious Mischief to Government Property.  By its plea of guilty, Dahlgren has admitted to the
discharge of Livestock Waste into the Cottonwood Waterfowl Production Area.

The plea of guilty was entered before the Honorable Joseph F. Bataillon.  The plea and plea
agreement were accepted and Dahlgren was placed on probation for three years and ordered to
pay a fine of $12,000.00 and a special assessment of $125.00.  As part of its probation, Dahlgren
must work with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) in monitoring and
preventing discharges onto the Cottonwood Waterfowl Production Area.  As a further part of its
probation, Dahlgren must allow the Probation Office and NDEQ unrestricted access to monitor
the company’s compliance with any permits relating to discharges of livestock waste.

Dahlgren is a Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) located near Bertrand, Nebraska. 
The feedlot is adjacent to the Cottonwood Waterfowl Production Area.  Cottonwood is a 560-
acre publicly owned production area within the Rainwater Basin owned and maintained by the
federal government.  It is an isolated wetland that provides resting and feeding areas for birds
during the spring and fall migration period.

On July 3, 2007, the NDEQ received a complaint from the National Resource District that
livestock waste was flowing from the feedlot by way of a drainage ditch into the Cottonwood
Waterfowl Area.  Inspection confirmed the flow of livestock waste into the waterfowl area.  In
addition to the discharge in July 2007, the feedlot had previously been assessed a civil penalty for
a similar discharge occurring in November 2002.

Name of Defendant: Dahlgren Cattle Company, Inc.

AKA:
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Age:

City of residence:  

Crime(s) Charged and Potential Penalty (A CHARGE is merely an accusation and every defendant is

presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty): Malicious Mischief to Government Property; Fine
of not more than $200,000.00 and up to five (5) years’ probation.

Specific Location of Alleged Crime: near Bertrand, Nebraska

Location of Arrest:

Alleged Dollar Loss/Type and Quantity of Drug:  

Others Charged in Same Scheme:  

Relevant Dates:  

Date of Alleged Crime:  From on and before July 2007

Federal Arrest Date:  

Date Complaint Issued:  

Indictment Returned Date: Information filed October 23, 2009

Initial Appearance Date:  

Plea or Trial and Date(s): Pled on March 10, 2010

Sentencing Date: January 25, 2010

Next Court Hearing Type and Date: N/A

Assigned Magistrate Judge: The Honorable F.A. Gossett

Held without Bond, or Released from Custody:  

In Continuous Custody Since:  

Assigned District Court Judge: The Honorable Joseph F. Bataillon

Initials of Assigned AUSA/Preparer of THIS Release: MPN


